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MISSION STATEMENT

Happy 35th Anniversary EYLE!!!

EYLE’s adult literacy,
numeracy and digital
literacy programs
transform lives and
enhance self-worth by
empowering
individuals to reach
their full potential.

Mark your calendars and join us via Zoom on Wednesday, June 22nd at
7pm for our 35th Annual General Meeting.
Hear EYLE program highlights from the past year and have your say by:
· voting in our election for our Board of Directors; and by
· voting on our revised by-law, developed to meet the provincial
government’s new ONCA (Ontario Not-for-Profit Corporations Act)
Be sure to RSVP (by email to: eyle@idirect.com or phone: 416-425-2666)
by June 14th to ensure you’re sent a Zoom invitation.
We look forward to seeing you!
Gail, Jo & Ashley

Welcome Ashley
Hello Everyone,
My name is Ashley Pickens, and I am the new
Outreach & Administrative Coordinator here at
East York Learning Experience.
I’m extremely thrilled to be working with the
incredibly kind staff at EYLE, and I look forward
to meeting everyone involved with the
organization.
I am excited to help any way I can!
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Welcome Ambreen
This month we welcome Ambreen Ahmad in a new EYLE position: Evening Caseworker.
Ambreen brings a wealth of experience to the program. By day, she is the Managing Director at Metro Toronto
Movement for Literacy. Now, on Monday and Tuesday evenings, Ambreen will support our evening tutor and learner
pairs and all that entails.
This is currently a 2 year part time, contract position, made possible through the generous donations of our donors.

SUCCESS STORY
TB was referred to us by PTP Adult Learning and Employment Programs. TB’s goal was
to pursue post-secondary education but required help with improving her writing and
reading comprehension skills in order to take the college entrance exam.
She faced many challenges along the way, but with the help of her tutor she was able
to overcome some of these challenges and succeeded in writing her college entrance
test.
TB has a passion for helping people. Even when she doubted herself, she knew deep
down that she needed to push on because pursuing her dream was important to her.
TB was accepted into Seneca College in the PSW program and started in May 2022.
We, here at EYLE, along with her tutor Bronwyn, are very proud of her
accomplishments.
Congratulations TB!

TTC Fare Discount & Complimentary Presto Card
Are you eligible?
 You live in the City of Toronto
 You are 20-64 years of age
 You receive support from at least one of these programs:
Ontario Works
Ontario Disability Support Program (ODSP)
A Child Care Fee Subsidy (Through Toronto Children’s Services
Rent-Geared-to-Income Subsidy (RGI, or subsidized housing)
Eligible riders receive a 12-month Fair Pass discount on their PRESTO card. You save $1.10 on the TTC adult fare
single ride and $32.75 on a TTC adult monthly pass.
Learn if you are eligible for this program by accessing the City of Toronto website. http://www.toronto.ca
City of Toronto residents can apply online or by phone (416-338-8888, then select option 6). If you are applying by
phone, you must have a PRESTO card number ready to complete the application. If you are applying online, you
must have your PRESTO card number, email address and your member or household ID (from OW, ODSP, or
Children Services).
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Onsite Tutoring Returns to EYLE
Many of you have been asking when we’d be onsite and we are pleased to announce that as of Monday, June 13th,
the EYLE office will be opening its doors to our tutors and students once again.
Unfortunately, COVID is not leaving us anytime soon, so we will still be taking precautions to
keep everyone safe:
- For those meeting in the office, you must show proof of vaccine on your first visit back.
- Masks are mandatory when moving around in the office, but can be removed when sitting at your work table which
will still have a counter guard between the tutor and student.
- Tables & chairs will be set up in the garden area and we encourage people to meet outside on nicer days.

Our hours of operation have expanded. We will now be open:
Monday & Tuesday 9 am - 9pm
Wednesday, Thursday & Friday 9am - 5pm
We look forward to seeing you all once again.
Gail, Jo & Ashley

Tutor’s Corner
As we make the transition back to onsite tutoring, we’d
like to send out a special thanks to all of our tutors.
Over the past couple of years, you had to overcome
many challenges to continue literacy work with your
learners. Your commitment motivated and encouraged
them. As a result, they continued to meet with success
and attain their goals with some moving on to college,
others obtaining their GED, or finding employment.
We look forward to reconnecting with all of you in
person and also welcome the volunteers who were
trained online last year and more recently in April. .
Some of you have never had the opportunity to visit
our office so we look forward to seeing you there.
Tutors, from all of us here at EYLE, the staff, Board
members and most importantly, our learners, thank
you.
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Thank you....
To our ongoing funders: Ministry of Labour, Training and Skills Development, the City of Toronto through
their Investing in Neighbourhoods program, and Service Canada for their summer student funding.
Many thanks to the generous foundation, association and corporate donors who have contributed to EYLE
since our last issue of eLink: BAP Foundation, CAF Canada (Charities Aid Foundation) and Conlin Dentistry.
Special thanks to our many private donors who make one-time, annual or monthly donations. Your
support is vital to the success of our program and immensely appreciated.
For a complete list of our donors please visit our website at:
http://eastyorklearningexperience.ca and go to the ‘Funders’ page

Board of Directors
Chair Shirley Joy

Vice Chair Raj Narain

Secretary Linda Kelly

Treasurer Vanesse Yu

Director Perez Brown

Director David Finley

Director Christine Jonathan

Director Ian Kincross

Director Christine Petch

Director Wanita Watson-Rhodes
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