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MISSION STATEMENT
EYLE’s adult literacy,
numeracy and digital
literacy programs
transform lives and
enhance self-worth by
empowering
individuals to reach
their full potential.

Inside this issue:

March Campaign a Great Success!
Wishing everyone who participated in our campaign a very special thank
you!
Although it has been a challenging year for all, our generous donors
contributed over $8,000 throughout the month of March in support of
EYLE and adult literacy. EYLE is always appreciative of each and every
donation, but receiving this much from so many, especially this year,
seems extra special.
Thank you and stay safe everyone!
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SUCCESS STORY
L.W. registered at EYLE as she entered the Homeward Bound Program. In preparation
for her college entrance test, her tutor initially worked with her on math and writing.
L.W. gained entry into college in the Law Clerk Certificate Program. As writing would
be a key component in her college program and future employment, her tutor
continued working with her in this area. Their emphasis was on both business and
essay writing, and included researching topics and proper citations, sentence
structure, verb tenses, subject-verb agreement, paragraph development, punctuation
and much more.
L.W. successfully completed her college program which included an internship at one
of the larger law firms in Toronto. Her hard work paid off when at the end of her
internship, L.W. was offered full-time, permanent employment.
Way to go L.W.!!

Another First for EYLE!
Recently, EYLE successfully completed our first ever online Volunteer Tutor Training. Welcome to our 9 new
tutors: Bonnie Best, Ann Clement, Veronica Douglas, Hannah Freeman, Bronwyn Hodge, Rebecca Liddiard,
Julia Melekhovets, Jane Pushkar and Elaine Tountas.

Congratulations!
Congrats to Volunteer Tutor Thirumahal on her marriage in February to
Vivekanand!
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East York Learning Experience
Proposed By-law Change
Intro
Leading up to our Annual General Meeting, the EYLE Board of Directors and staff review our current by-laws
which help govern the organization. When necessary, we may propose revisions to current by-laws (as is
the case this year), and in some instances, we may suggest an additional by-law that will help us govern
more effectively.

Proposed By-law Revision
Current By-law: The annual general meeting of the Corporation shall be held each year within fifteen (15)
months of the last annual general meeting on a date and at a place chosen by the Board. Proposed addition
to this by-law: The Board at its discretion may choose to host the AGM virtually.

Rationale for this Addition
As a registered charity, it is mandatory through government regulation, that we must host an Annual
General Meeting.
In 2020 and 2021, the government has allowed AGM’s to be hosted virtually due to the pandemic. This was
an important ruling for charity groups (such as EYLE) who did not already have a provision for virtual
meetings in their by-laws.
Through this process the Board and staff recognize that In this day and age, it is prudent for organizations to
include this provision in by-laws to cover off emergency or other situations, where the Board may have to
host the AGM virtually .

Hello!
My name is Elaine Tountas and I am the new Outreach and Administrative Coordinator for East York Learning
Experience. I have been hired through IIN on a one-year contract and am so excited to be part of the EYLE team!!!
Having worked with non profits and international organizations in the past, I am able to easily develop a rapport with
a diverse group of clientele and professionals. I believe that I have a lot to offer and am sure that the experience and
skills that I will gain from this position will definitely help me with my future endeavours.
I am once again an East York resident after more than 20 years of teaching EFL (English as a Foreign Language) in
Greece. I am also currently teaching Greek online.
I am very excited to be working for an organization whose purpose is to provide its clients with the appropriate help
and guidance so that they may improve their literacy skills and succeed in their future development.
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Tutor’s Corner
Featuring the Silver Lining Cafe
The Silver Lining Cafe was created by Metro
Toronto Movement for Literacy (MTML) to help
tutors and other practitioners meet the challenge
of tutoring students online during the COVID-19
pandemic. To support learner engagement MTML
and AlphaPlus offered weekly workshops via
Zoom on specific technologies.
Some of the key challenges pointed out by the
Literacy and Basic Skills practitioners were:
i) the swift transition to remote learning with
limited knowledge of the best practices emerging
across the fields;
ii) the variety of online learning applications and
platforms was overwhelming to practitioners who
have limited time and training to learn and apply
in a beneficial way
iii) a need to learn more about technology
platforms such as Zoom, GoogleClassroom,
Canvas and moodle.
One of the outcomes of these weekly workshops
was the production of a Zoom manual to provide
information on how to use Zoom and highlighted
some of the features such as break-out rooms,
polling, whiteboards etc. The manual is divided
into 6 sections and provides step-by-step
instructions and practitioner tips.
The Zoom manual is available to download for
free at:
https://www.mtml.ca/resources/for-practitioners
Note: Gail and I can attest to the value of this
manual as we referenced it often to set up and
deliver our 1st online Tutor Training.
(Jo Manderson)

Condolences
Our condolences to student Mohamed A. on the
recent passing of his younger brother, back in Sudan,
due to COVID.

Birthday Fundraisers
for EYLE
Facebook has created a new, painless way to fundraise in
honour of your birthday. Please consider using it to raise
funds for EYLE!
In the weeks leading up to your birthday, click on
Fundraisers in Facebook. You'll see a message telling you
it's almost your birthday, followed by "Create a fundraiser to support a cause you care about, and we'll take care
of the donation processing with no fee." You'll be
prompted to select a non-profit, so just key in East York
Learning Experience.
Now you'll see a screen of information regarding your
fundraiser (e.g. your fundraising goal, a message,
etc). On the left side of the page you are able to edit all
the default information. You may want to note in the
message that your friends may donate through EYLE's
website instead of through Facebook.
When done, click on CREATE.
Now you'll be led through three quick steps:
1. Invite your friends (you can exclude some friends if
you like)
2. Share in news feed.
3. Optionally, donate to EYLE yourself to get the ball
rolling. (Just X out of this section if you don't want to
make a donation yourself.)
Done.
It's that simple.

“Tell me and I forget
Teach me and I remember
Involve me and I learn”
Benjamin Franklin
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Thank you....
To our ongoing funders: Ministry of Labour, Training and Skills Development, the City of Toronto through
their Investing in Neighbourhoods program, and Service Canada for their summer student funding.
Many thanks to the generous foundation, association and corporate donors who have contributed to EYLE
since our last issue of eLink: Benevity, Cavelti Family Foundation, CAF Canada (Charities Aid Foundation),
Frederick & Douglas Family Memorial Foundation, Link Charity Canada Inc., Charitable Impact Fund, PayPal
Giving Fund, and Yeshivas Limudei Hashem Society
Special thanks to our many private donors who make one-time, annual or monthly donations. Your
support is vital to the success of our program and appreciated immensely.
For a complete list of our donors please visit our website at:
http://eastyorklearningexperience.ca and go to the ‘Funders’ page
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