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Newsletter 

Welcome Back! 
EYLE reopened to the public on August 17th with Safety Protocols in 
place.  We are operating somewhat as a hybrid program at the   
moment with some tutor-learner pairs meeting onsite and some 
continuing to meet online.  This is working well and enables us to 
serve everyone while minimizing the pairs in the office at any one 
time to 3.   

The onsite pairs have reported back that they feel quite safe at the 
office with our new set-up, masks, social distancing and cleaning 
processes.  We continue to do onsite intakes and matches and in 
fact have had 9 new intakes since reopening. 

We thank all of the members working onsite for their cooperation 
in following our protocols and helping to keep our little EYLE     
community safe. 
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Our AGM, A Virtual First 

 
We will all have different      
reasons to remember 2020 but 
at East York Learning              
Experience, one of those will be 
the Annual General Meeting. 
Normally held in June this year, 
it was held in October and it 
was virtual. It was on Zoom. 

With reports from Co-chair Christine Jonathan, Treasurer Amanda Li,     
Program Director Gail McCullough, Fundraising Committee member 
Wanita Watson-Rhodes, the meeting was superbly coordinated by Board 
Member, Christine Petch. 

The Board of Directors welcomed a new addition, Ian Kinross. Ian  replaces 
long serving member Rob  Norquay , who will continue to tutor and help 
out when he can. 

All in all a new experience, the only thing the attendees missed was the 
buffet after the meeting. 

More about Ian on pg 4 
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SUCCESS STORY 

KT joined EYLE after being accepted to the Homeward Bound (HB) program.  HB is a program for single 
mothers preparing for college and future employment leading to financial independence.   

Participants receive housing, daycare supports, tuition etc.  To prepare for 
their college entrance these women first complete a college preparation   
program at PTP where they focus on English and Math, plus gain proficiency 
in various computer applications. Some of these Homeward Bound partici-
pants require additional help to succeed at PTP.  Often they need to further         
develop their math skills and in some cases, need additional help in the area 
of writing.    

This is where EYLE comes in offering that additional support that can mean 
the difference between successful completion of their programs or failure. 

In KT’s case, she succeeded in passing her PTP program and college entrance 
test, but as an English Second Language student, she still required additional 
help with writing.  Her tutor continued to work with her through her college 
program and then her college placement with one of the large banks.  During 
her college placement and as she neared graduation, the tutor and KT turned their focus to an employ-
ment goal path which covered tasks such as resume writing, cover letters, minutes of meetings and more.  

KT was committed to reaching her goal and worked extremely hard throughout this 3 year process.  Her 
efforts paid off when an opening arose at her placement and she was invited to apply for the position.  
She was successful and now works in the IT department of the bank.   

As a way to give back, KT prepared a presentation encouraging new HB participants to pursue a career in 
IT.  It was well received judging by the numbers who selected to enter that program the following year.  
Way to go KT!!! 

Complementary Presto Cards 

The Toronto Transit Commission (TTC) and the Toronto Public Library are working together to provide a            
complimentary PRESTO card to people who do not yet 
have one or may face challenges purchasing one. 

Starting October 5, 2020, select Toronto Public Library 
branches will have complimentary PRESTO cards available 
for distribution, limit two per family.  

A brochure will be provided with each PRESTO card         
outlining how to load the card with funds or a monthly 
pass and how to use it when travelling on the TTC. PRESTO 
cards will be available from the select Toronto Public      
Library branches until they run out. 

For more information on the location of the select Toronto Public Library branches distributing                
complimentary PRESTO cards, please visit tpl.ca/presto or call 416-397-5981. 
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More Computers for Students  

During this pandemic when literacy programs were closed, lack of access to computers, internet and of 
course the skills required to use them, had a negative impact on some students' ability to continue with their 
learning. 

 In order to accommodate, our Ministry funder allowed some training support funds that would normally be 
used for TTC and daycare support to be redirected to technology.  This allowed EYLE to purchase refurbished 
laptop computers for 4 low-income students who were also working on digital literacy in our program. 

The computers purchased through RCT came with Windows 10, Microsoft Office software and more.  Prior 
to releasing these to the students EYLE added additional educational software. 

 One of the recipients of these computers was advised by his caseworker at Toronto Employment & Social 
Services that TESS will now contribute up to $65 monthly for internet access.  This is huge for low-income 
learners and with training, will further prepare them for future employment, in meeting their educational 
goals as well as build greater personal independence in their everyday lives. 

Computer and internet ability is essential in today's digital world. 

Congratulations 
Aya on gaining entry to nursing school and Samira on her new job!   

Excellent outcomes for both students! 
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Board of Directors 

Perez Brown Director 

David Finley Director 

Christine Jonathan Director 

Shirley Joy Chair 

Linda Kelly Secretary 

Ian Kinross Director 

Amanda Li Treasurer 

Raj Narain Vice-Chair 

Christine Petch Director 

Wanita  Watson-Rhodes Director 

Tutor’s Corner Meet our new    

Board Member 

Ian Kinross 
Ian has been a tutor almost 2 years. Now retired, his 
background is in Communications. He is also pretty 
handy with a paint brush and offered to paint the   
Resource Centre during March break.  

He is also good at recruiting . When our break was 
unexpectedly lengthened due to COVID, Ian enlisted 
the help of friend and fellow EYLE  volunteer David 
Finley to also paint the front hall and back two rooms 
among other upgrades.  
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Thank you....  
To our ongoing funders:  Ministry of Labour, Training and Skills Development and City of Toronto through 
their Investing in Neighbourhoods program. 

 

Many thanks to the generous foundation, association and corporate donors who have contributed to EYLE 
since our last issue of eLink CAF Canada (Charities Aid Foundation), CHIMP (Charitable Impact                
Foundation), PayPal Giving Fund. 

 

Special thanks to our many private donors who make one-time, annual or monthly donations. Your       
support is vital to the success of our program and appreciated immensely.   

   

For a complete list of our donors please visit our website at:   

http://eastyorklearningexperience.ca and go to the ‘Funders’ page. 

Hours of              
Operation 

Monday:            9:00am - 9:00 p.m. 

Tuesday:             9:00am - 9:00 p.m. 

Wed & Thurs:     9:00am - 5:00 p.m. 

Friday:               9:00am -1:00 p.m 

Sat. and Sun:   closed  

Holiday Closure 
 

EYLE will be closed for the holidays as of 
Monday, December 21st and will reopen 

Monday, January 4th.   

Merry Christmas to those that celebrate 
and Happy holidays to all! 

http://eastyorklearningexperience.ca

