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Newsletter 

When will EYLE reopen? 

Although we do not have 
an exact date for          
reopening, we do sense 
that the time is near.  
With COVID-19 cases 
trending downwards and 
new openings weekly, it 
is just a matter of time. 

We have been working 
to ensure that when we 

are given the green light, we can provide a safe environment for all 
staff and program members 

At our June Board of Directors meeting we will be finalizing our 
safety protocols which we can then share with all members. 

Keep up the great work you are doing at a distance, keep safe and 
we look forward to seeing you all again soon. 
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ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 

In our April ebulletin we announced moving our AGM from         
mid-June to September. At this point it is difficult to pin down a 
date as so many pandemic safety factors and government           
regulations come into play.  However, as a registered charity, the 
rules clearly mandate that we must hold an AGM each year.   

It is doubtful that we can do the AGM in our usual format of      
business meeting, followed by Volunteer Recognition and           
concluding with a social, feasting event.  The Board of Directors 
and staff are examining what options are best for this unusual year 
while at the same time  allowing us to fulfill our obligations both as 
a charity and to our program members.  

Who knows, this year could be EYLE’s first ever virtual AGM.   
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SUCCESS STORY 
 

G.C. recently celebrated his first year at EYLE.  Born, raised and educated on 
the east coast of Canada, G.C. had a difficult childhood and left school      
without learning to read or write.  He was referred to us by his social worker 
at Toronto Employment & Social Services. 

When he started EYLE, G.C. knew the alphabet and the sounds of letters as a 
friend had spent some time teaching him these 2 areas. A year later, G.C. is 
reading books, writing basic short stories and is using the dictionary.  Our  
focus has turned to further development of his writing skills and learning 
basic computers such as email, internet, completing applications on line, job 
search, etc. 

At one point he mentioned to his tutor that he had never even played games 
as a child because he was afraid he’d have to read something.  Now he and 
his tutor periodically take a break from his regular lesson plan to play a game 
of Spill & Spell, Scrabble or Junior Trivia. These are great games for improving spelling, reading, numeracy 
(for score keeping) and thinking skills.  His favourite is Scrabble. 

On another occasion he mentioned “every week when I leave my lesson, I feel a little bit smarter.  People 
are commenting that I even talk differently and use more words”. 

As G.C.’s self-esteem and confidence grows, he and his tutor are talking about a potential change in goal 
path from greater personal independence to employment or adult high school, or a combination of both. 
G.C. is eager, motivated and works extremely hard.  

He now has great hopes for the future! 

Behind the scenes at EYLE 

We've talked about and commend the continuous work of our tutors and students during this pandemic 
closure, but we'd also like to give a shout out to two special volunteers, Ian Kinross and David Finley. 
They have been working tirelessly behind the scenes to improve and beautify our EYLE space for when 
we can reopen.  

We are sure program members will be as impressed as we are and find it a more pleasant working     
environment. Our space has a much brighter, airier feel to it. We can't wait for you to see it! In the 
meantime, stay safe! 



3  

Tutors’ Corner 
As a member of Community Literacy of Ontario (CLO), EYLE has access to many excellent resources that they 
produce. Recently, CLO completed a research project and developed a list of 30 top online resources with 
descriptions, being used by programs across the province. 

Follow this link to see whether any of these resources might be suitable for your learner:   

http://www.communityliteracyofontario.ca/wp/wp-content/uploads/Digital-Literacy-Resources-Annotated-
Guide.pdf 

Summer 2020 

Literacy and the Economy 
Higher levels of literacy lead to a stronger Canadian economy, an increased gross domestic product, an      
enhanced competitive advantage, improved workplace safety, and a more productive workforce. 

Literacy also provides a substantial socio-economic return on investment. There is strong evidence that    
investment in literacy can benefit the Canadian economy by: reducing costs in areas such as social              
assistance, healthcare, and justice; and it results in increased productivity and earnings. The 2011 report, 
From Poverty to Prosperity: Literacy’s impact on Canada’s Economic Success placed the annual savings in 
social  assistance alone of raising every Canadian adult to Level 3 literacy at $542 million. 

Note: The Charity Intelligence rating of EYLE as a Top 10 Impact Charity in Canada is due to our high social 
return on investment, plus our efficiency, transparency and accountability. 

http://www.communityliteracyofontario.ca/wp/wp-content/uploads/Digital-Literacy-Resources-Annotated-Guide.pdf
http://www.communityliteracyofontario.ca/wp/wp-content/uploads/Digital-Literacy-Resources-Annotated-Guide.pdf
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Thank you....  

To our ongoing funders:  Ministry of Labour, Training and Skills Development, City of Toronto through 
their Investing in Neighbourhoods program, Service Canada for funding our summer student. 

 

Many thanks to the generous foundation, association and corporate donors who have contributed to EYLE 
since our last issue of eLink:  Frederick and Douglas Dickson Memorial Foundation, CAF Canada (Charities 
Aid Foundation) 

 

Special thanks to our many private donors who make one-time, annual or monthly donations. Your      
support is vital to the success of our program and appreciated immensely.  For a complete list of our     
donors please visit our website at:  http://eastyorklearningexperience.ca and go to the ‘Funders’ page. 

Pub Night Cancellation 

In the past couple of months, parades, festivals, concerts and more have been cancelled due to the          
pandemic. It's with heavy hearts that EYLE's Fundraising Committee has also decided to cancel this year's 
November Pub Night. 

We've made this decision not only in the interest of safety, but also in consideration of the difficult            
economic times for some of our attendees and for some of the companies who have so generously            
donated prizes in the past years. 

We certainly look forward to seeing all of you at our pub night in 2021! 

http://eastyorklearningexperience.ca

